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Goat Hoof
Trimming
___

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to our basic ‘How to’ guide on trimming goat hooves. Here we keep it basic, as
trimming hooves isn’t rocket science, but if you’ve never done this before it can be a steep
learning curve.

We’ve laid it out in a step by step manner with accompanying photos for easy reference. We
hope you find it informative and to the point.

Disclaimer:

We are not veterinarians and the tutorial described below are the methods that we use here at 4AcresFarm
and not intended to replace your veterinarian’s advice. If you are uncomfortable with the techniques
described below please consult your livestock veterinarian.
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Hoof Anatomy

Above you’ll find the nomenclature of a typical goat hoof. Please refer to this photograph in the
steps. There are more terms and ‘parts’ of a hoof, but this is all that you really need to know for

a basic trim.

Not pictured above: The “Quick.” A capillary dense and sensitive area of the foot structure
from where the sole or pad of the hoof grows. The quick is typically a bright pink in color in
goats that have light colored hooves and is more difficult to identify in goats that have dark

hooves. The quick will often bleed heavily when cut, so care should be taken to avoid cutting
this sensitive area. This quick is often easily cut on young goats that have not built up a thick

pad.
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1. Place your goat on a stand, preferably with some feed. This will make
the experience more positive for them. You can trim without a stand,

but you will need a 2nd person to hold the goat.

2. Grab the front leg with your non-cutting hand and turn the hoof so it
faces up. Be careful with their shoulder joint and don’t pull it far

away from the body.
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3. Scrape out the dirt, poo, etc. from the bottom of the hoof. This will
expose the pad of the foot.

4. Place your shears flush with the pad of the foot (as above) and cut
away the outer hoof wall until flush with the pad of the hoof.
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5. Now trim away the inside hoof wall until it's flush with the pad of the
hoof.

6. If the heel of the hoof is raised, trim it as well. Keep an eye on how
far you are from the quick. (The quick is the capillary dense sensitive

part of the hoof).
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7. When you get to the hind legs, tuck the goat's leg between your calf
and thigh and squeeze gently. This helps you keep control. Their hind
legs are powerful. You don’t want violent kicking with hoof trimmers

in your hands.

8. Repeat the same trimming process for the hind leg(s).

We hope this was informative and to the point. The intention is that this document is to be
taken into the field and used as a quick reference for those that are just getting into the small
animal realm.

To see the video of this tutorial visit us at 4acresfarm.org and subscribe to access the friend’s
and buyer’s page.


