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Ahhhh Spring!
 

Tis the season of growing and planning for the next year. Such a hopeful
time! The timing is right for us to put out our first newsletter! 

Considering we take pride in helping new and small homesteaders start
up, we figured it would be best to begin with some basics.

How to prepare for your new goats arrival!!

Below you fill find some information we consider to be extremely
important in your goat-keeping journey.

Fencing
Do you have adequate fencing for the species you are bringing home?
This of often overlooked and won't get any attention until you notice your
new animal roaming in the neighbour's pasture. WARNING* Goats are
escape artists so you want to make sure you don’t have any holes. 

We use a no climb utility fence. 5 ft. high
with 4" posts about 12 ft apart. The top and
bottom wires are 12 gauge, with the middle
mesh at 14 gauge. The knots flex, which
reduces incidents of breakage!
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Shelter
 

3 sided shelter is adequate. Goats especially do not like precipitation of
any sorts! They will scream at you! 
We have several styles of shelter. Our
favorite being old dairy calf shelters. They
are light and durable. As depicted on the
right. Ask around, you might be able to find
some old, damaged ones from a local farm.

Feed

 If your goats don’t have a sizeable area to graze you will need to feed
them some long stem forage. There are lots of areas you can save
money while owning livestock, HAY should not be one of them. We
learned that the HARD way. Old/Cheap hay may be deficient in essential
vitamins and nutrients. The effects of this may not be immediately
noticable and you may only see it in their offspring.

Try and get the best quality hay you can find. Higher content alfalfa if you
have lactating does and a mixed hay for off season and for other
genders. 
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Goats are naturally browsers so they enjoy areas with shrubs and trees.
We use electric poultry netting to move them to certain areas. 

Goat do not need grain, but be aware, they will act as though they
cannot live without it! Such drama queens!

With that said,  there are certain times that you MAY provide grain but for
the average owner it is not necessary. 

Loose Minerals 

Your goats will need a loose mineral.
Ideally you want a goat specific one. If it is
a combined sheep/goat mineral, leave it
on the shelf! Sheep don’t need extra
copper but goats do and you will run into
deficiencies.

What we suggest is goat mineral and if
you can’t find that, then a dairy cattle. If
you only have a few goats, install a
container up and only put a few handfulls
in to start. They won’t eat it if its not fresh
and you don’t want to waste money. 
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Transport

Most goats will fit perfectly in dog
kennels and as long as the
weather is good they can be
transported this way in the box of
a pickup truck.  Anything colder
than -20c will create an extreme
windchill in the box of a truck
unless you've taken steps to
shield against wind. Even so, its
pretty cold and your method of
conveyance should be
reconsidered.

Thank you!

Well there you have it. Our 1st, quick and dirty newsletter in the books.
We hope these things will help you think about some simple, but very
important things when considering starting your herd of goats.

Our newsletters will continue to have more content and helpful items as
we progress and learn with you.

If you're interested in some of the items we use on our homestead please
visit our website 4acresfarm.org/our-tools.


